


 In each stage, Erikson believed people 

experience a conflict that serves as a 

turning point in development. In Erikson's 

view, these conflicts are centered on either 

developing a psychological quality or 

failing to develop that quality. During these 

times, the potential for personal growth is 

high, but so is the potential for failure.  

 

http://psychology.about.com/od/cindex/g/conflict.htm


Preschool (3 to 5 

years) 

Initiative vs. Guilt Exploration Children need to begin 

asserting control and 

power over the 

environment. Success 

in this stage leads to a 

sense of purpose. 

Children who try to 

exert too much power 

experience 

disapproval, resulting in 

a sense of guilt. 

School Age (6 

to 11 years) 

Industry vs. 

Inferiority 

School Children need to cope 

with new social and 

academic demands. 

Success leads to a 

sense of competence, 

while failure results in 

feelings of inferiority. 

Adolescence 

(12 to 18 years) 

Identity vs. Role 

Confusion 

Social 

Relationships 

Teens need to develop 

a sense of self and 

personal identity. 

Success leads to an 

ability to stay true to 

you, while failure leads 

to role confusion and a 

weak sense of self. 



 Erickson believed that each “crisis” had 

to be resolved or it left missing parts to 

ones own development.  

 

 3-5 year 

 6-11 years 

 12-18 

 

 



They also have been found to exhibit; 

 more flexible and socially 
appropriate emotional expression 
and  

 control 

  show more focused attention and  

 participation in class,  

 earn higher grades. 

 

 

Securely attached children also 
demonstrate; 

 better functioning goal-setting,  

 more mature perspective-taking, 

  mutual communication of 
feelings and  

 have greater friendship and 
relationship success as adults 
demonstrating more satisfying 
interpersonal relationships 

 show greater trust in others. 

 exhibit a more positive, integrated 
view of self 

  more prone to positive self-
disclosure  

 cope more adaptively with 
stressful situations 

 



They can present as; 

 school phobic 

 easily overstimulated 

 present as reactive 

 impulsive 

 restless 

 easily frustrated 

 

Teachers may perceive 

the anxious-resistant 

students as; 

 overly dependent 

  reactive 

 demanding of 
attention 

 prone to impulsivity  

 acting out behavior 

 



These students may resist 
seeking help from others 
and demonstrate less 
dependence upon their 
social network They show 
more;  

 aggressive,  

 antisocial behavior 

 Loners 

 Reflected by: 

  lying  

 bullying  

 interpersonal insensitivity 

 

Teachers may perceive the 
anxious-avoidant student as 

 passively aggressive  

 angry 

 withdrawn  

 uncooperative 

 





 The Authoritative Style 
 Parents with an authoritative style are both highly responsive and 

highly demanding. So, they create a positive emotional climate 
for their children, promoting autonomy and supporting 
assertiveness and individuality.  

 At the same time these parents accept responsibility for 
socializing their children by expecting mature behavior and 
setting and enforcing clear standards.  

 These parents are often openly affectionate; they encourage 
two-way communication with their children (that is, they 
genuinely listen and pay attention as well as talking themselves). 
Their communications about expectations and standards are 
usually clear and come with explanations that go beyond “You 
do it because I said so” to statements that help children make 
sense of their parents’ demands. 

 Result: children with higher self-esteem and greater self-
regulation 

 





 Authoritarian parents are low on responsiveness, but highly 
demanding. Thus they do not create a positive emotional 
climate nor encourage children’s individualistic strivings or 
assertiveness, but they do tend to exercise considerable control, 
making maturity demands and requiring conformity to rules.  

 First, authoritarian parents usually communicate less effectively 
with their children than authoritative parents; their 
communications are more one-sided (“I say what will happen; 
you listen”); they express less affection; and their control tends to 
be more restrictive, meaning that they tend to restrict their 
children’s emotional expressiveness and other self-assertive 
behaviors.  

 They also are more likely to exercise control by using power 
assertion and are less likely to provide explanations that go 
beyond “Because I said so.” 

 Result: These children are more likely to be irritable and 
conflicted showing both signs of anxiety and anger. They are 
conforming and not socially skillful and are susceptible to being 
bullied. They tend to have lower self-esteem and less self-
regulation when they think they won’t be “caught”. 

 





 Permissive parents are moderately to highly 
responsive to their children, but low on 
demandingness. Thus, they exercise less control than 
other parents, putting fewer maturity demands on 
their children, especially with regard to expressions of 
anger and aggressive behavior.  

 They are more nurturing and affectionate than 
authoritarian parents, but usually not as nurturant as 
authoritative parents. 

 Result:  These children are more likely to exhibit 
uncontrolled, impulsive behavior  and show low level 
of self-reliance. They tend to be more aggressive 
especially in family interaction but depending on the 
level of warmth in the family may have higher self-
esteem. 

 





 Some parents are both low on responsiveness and 
low on demandingness, so that they actually invest 
little time or attention in a child and are largely 
parent centered in their concerns.  

 Like permissive parents, neglecting–uninvolved 
parents seem to neglect their responsibility to 
socialize the child, but they also express less affection 
and are not likely to be responsive to their children’s 
needs, perhaps even expressing hostility or making 
negative attributions to their children.  

 When they do impose limits on their children, they 
tend to use power assertive techniques and little 
explanation. 

 Result:  These children are likely to be impulsive show 
higher levels of aggression and depression, exhibit 
low self-esteem and less overall connection with 
others. 

 







 Characteristics:  

 Has a strong sense of color  

 Follows written directions well  

 Processes auditory input slowly  

 "Translates" verbal input into pictures or images  

 Needs to closely watch the speaker's body language 
and facial expression.  

 Is particularly distracted by noise or people talking in 
the background  

 Uses visualization to remember things  

 Benefits from visual representations. eg. graphs, 
organizers, pictures, slides, videos, diagrams, 
demonstrations, overheads, flip charts, handouts etc.  

 Knows something by seeing it.  

 



 Characteristics  

 Tends to remember and repeat ideas that are verbally 
presented  

 Learns well through lectures  

 Is an excellent listener  

 Can reproduce symbols, letters or words by hearing them  

 Likes to talk  

 Enjoys plays dialogues, dramas  

 Can learn concepts by listening to tapes  

 Enjoys music  

 Can repeat or fulfill verbal instructions  

 Learns best through verbalization  

 Often hums or talks to self or others  

 



 Characteristics  
 Involves the sense of touch in learning  

 Likes to do artwork  

 May be fond of doodling  

 Is successful with tasks requiring manipulation  

 Often likes to chew gum while studying  

 Often fidgets or finds reasons to move  

 Is not very attentive to visual or auditory presentations  

 Wants to be "doing" something  

 Likes to manipulate objects eg. Mold a piece of clay to learn a new 
concept.  

 Gestures when speaking  

 Is often a poor listener  

 Responds to music by physical movement  

 Often finds success in physical response activities  

 Learns better when able to move during learning  

 Likes to move hands (doodling, tapping,) while learning  

 Uses movement to help concentrate  
 




